Introduced by Council Member Redman:

RESOLUTION 2012-390
A RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE RESTORATION OF THE SUNSET LIMITED AMTRAK PASSENGER SERVICE; DIRECTING THE CHIEF OF LEGISLATIVE SERVICES TO SEND A COPY OF THIS RESOLUTION TO THE PRESIDENT AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF THE NATIONAL RAILROAD PASSENGER CORPORATION AND THE VICE PRESIDENT OF GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS AND CORPORATE COMMUNICATIONS; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
WHEREAS, the Sunset Limited is a passenger train that for most of its history has run between Los Angeles, California, and New Orleans, Louisiana and that from early 1993 through late August 2005 also ran east of New Orleans to Jacksonville, Florida; and

WHEREAS, the Sunset Limited was the only true transcontinental passenger train in American history; and

WHEREAS, from late August 2005 to the present, the train has remained officially a Florida-to-Los Angeles train, with the service between New Orleans and Orlando considered temporarily truncated due to the lingering effects of Hurricane Katrina; and

WHEREAS, the Passenger Rail Investment and Improvement Act of 2008 required Amtrak to submit a plan to restore passenger rail service between New Orleans, Louisiana and Jacksonville/Sanford, Florida; and
WHEREAS, the train tracks have all been repaired and are once again in operation serving freight train traffic; and

WHEREAS, Jacksonville, Florida currently has no passenger train service, and is therefore isolated from the nation’s train system; and

WHEREAS, there are significant economic benefits in the provision of alternative modes of transportation; and

WHEREAS, restoration of the Amtrak train service of the Sunset Limited is very important to the economic development of our community, our state, and our country, and is an essential component of Hurricane Katrina restoration; now therefore
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:

Section 1. 
Requesting restoration of service.
The City of Jacksonville requests that Amtrak restore service of the Sunset Limited as soon as possible.
Section 2.
 
Direction to Chief of Legislative Services Division.
The Chief of Legislative Services for the City Council is hereby directed to provide a copy of this resolution to Joseph H. Boardman, President and Chief Executive Officer, National Railroad Passenger Corporation, 60 Massachusetts Ave., N.E., Washington, DC 20002 and Joe McHugh, Vice President, Government Affairs & Corporate Communications, 60 Massachusetts Ave., N.E., Washington, DC 20002.


Section 3. 
Effective Date.
This resolution shall become effective upon signature by the or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature. 
Form Approved:

   /s/ Margaret M. Sidman_______ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared by: Margaret M. Sidman
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